Pagestan (from the Turkie word dag, mountain) is the name of LIV O Sporcor
northeastern region of the Caucusus with the adkmnm
the Caspian 3ea, It is & rugged mountainous mrw m
variety of races » belonging to about 30 ¥oslem ethnie groups, the largest Daf
of which ts the Issphians,

Dagestan was attacked by Feter the Creat during his invasion of
Iran (1722-23), tut managed to remain independent until the beginning of
ths 19th century when the tribes no@inany racognized the supremacy of
Russia, It required, ‘howevor, long and persistent sttempts on the part of
Russia to break the resistance of the trites, a resistunce which lested
untll 1864 and was much glorified in the Russian and Yestern literatures,

In 1829 ragestan lformed an "Imamate”, sxtending over the neighbaring
regions of the Chechen and the Circassians s under the rulership of an "Imanm®,
an elected, not hereditary, religlous and secular leader, There were throe
"laams”, Chesi Muhsummed (1829=32), Gamsat Bay (1832-34), and Shamyl
(1834~59). Shamyl (born about 1707, died 1871}, a lesghian, preached holy
var against Russis and won full independence with the support of Ingland
and Franoce during the {rimean VWar of 1853-55, He wa; an ocutstanding ruler
and became the leading figure in the history of the Caucasus. le created
a theocrstlc military politieal entity, dividing the country inte adminilse
trative districts (naibates) under his governors (naibs) and introdueing
compulaory military service and certein soctal reforms, [His rule was ended
by the Hussian Censral Prince Zaryatinsidi y Who captured him at his mountein
stronghold of Cunib (1859) and led him inte eaptivity, He was held in

‘bedyfistin‘f&lu then in 3%, Petn i =
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& pllgrimage to Mecca in 1, ufhin s served as an effﬂuwﬁth
the Turidsh army snd one in the Russian army.

By 186 lagestan was fully subjugated to ansqm and m.améae {nto u.s |
sdninistrative organizetion. It ceased to be ’i pe}.itical unit and m |
of the tribesmen emigrated to Turkey. \ ]ﬁ

During ths Russo-Turklsh Var of 18’??-78, uhi\i@ a Caucasian emiwre fercﬁp
attacked the Caucasus, the lasghiens revolted again\. "“hsy vm heaten by Q
the Russians, \ |

Turing the Russian &awluuea of 1917 the laucas ) s sided larcely wi\ith
the anti=-Communist forces, For a short time they f‘c:md 1 Emireta of ﬁw
Horthern Caucasus under the supremacy of the Ottoman Snltm: \ ‘ﬁic countey,
however, was subduved by the Communists, suffering grcat &mst&um. The
town of Khasav~Yurt and €0 villages were resed and ‘the city of ﬂarbwt vns
Jargely desiroyed. f ¥

At present, most of the hiatoric area e&‘ %gmam forms the f‘&ggks'kaﬁ
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Autonomous SSR (13,000 3q. =i,, 900,000 inhabitantu), founded in Mge

1942 the Cerman army reached its Werios. Vhen the memxngm\am
cacus 3SR was abolished and the Chechen mea of about 400,000 people \*m
deprived of their political identity !:remn?e of their lack of loyalty W. the
USSR, the eastern pert of Chechnia vas meilm&ed (1944) into the Tagestan '\

Scurcen:

Bel'shays Sovetskaya Entsiklopedlya, '??élmp S85R, 1947.
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